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UExcel® Credit-by-Examination Program

An alliance between:
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UExcel Credit-by-Examination Program

• Pearson VUE: 
 Program management 
 Test delivery

• Excelsior College: a regionally accredited institution of 
higher learning
 Test development
 Academic validity
 Awards college credit
 Transcript preparation
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What is Credit-by-Examination?

• Credit-by-examination allows 
students to prove their knowledge, 
regardless of how that knowledge 
was gained, by taking an exam.  

• Unlike other credit-by-examination 
options, when students pass UExcel 
exams, they earn college credit on a 
transcript from Excelsior College, a 
private, non-profit institution of 
higher learning, regionally 
accredited by the Middle States 
Commission on Higher Education.
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Unique Program
• College-affiliated

• Only lower-level CBE program with 
global reach

• Only lower-level CBE program 
providing college credit to students who 
pass exam

• Provides immediate scoring on all
exams

• All-inclusive pricing
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Benefits of UExcel

• Save Money: Meet degree requirements more 
quickly, while saving thousands of dollars on 
tuition

• Save Time: Get a head start on college, 
reducing time to graduation, while serving your 
country

• Independent study: No need to study 
semester-long courses at a physical location

• Convenience: On-demand testing at convenient 
locations

• Earn college credit, not just a score: Receive 
college credit on a transcript for passing exams
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UExcel and ECE Credit-by-Examination 
Programs

Complementary programs

Both programs 
provide 
Excelsior 
College credit 
on transcripts
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UExcel Exams

• 8 exams:

– College Writing, 3 credits 

– Statistics, 3 credits

– Calculus, 4 credits

– Physics, 6 credits

– Political Science, 3 credits 

– Psychology, 3 credits

– Sociology, 3 credits

– Spanish Language, 6 credits



Page 9

ECE Exams
• 10 lower level exams

– Anatomy and Physiology, 6 credits
– Earth Science, 3 credits
– English Composition, 6 credits
– Interpersonal Communications, 3 credits
– Introduction to Macroeconomics, 3 credits
– Introduction to Microeconomics, 3 credits
– Introduction to Music, 3 credits
– Introduction to Philosophy, 3 credits
– Life Span Developmental Psychology, 3 credits
– Microbiology, 3 credits

• 16 upper level exams:
– Psychology, Business, Education, Social Science

• 17 Nursing exams
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ACE Credit Recommended
• ACE CREDIT Evaluated – The American Council on 

Education’s College Credit Recommendation Service 
(ACE CREDIT) has evaluated and made college credit 
recommendations for UExcel examinations. 

• Relevant faculty and psychometricians on review panel
– Review exams, testing protocols and procedures 
– Ensure learning outcomes equivalent to traditional 

courses 
– Recommend equivalent amount of academic credit 

that may be transferable to a college or university.

• Listed in ACE National Guide

• ACE Credit College and University Network – thousands 
of institutions of higher learning will consider college 
credit earned by CBE as transfer credit to their institution
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Price

– Affordable, all-inclusive 
pricing globally
• no hidden costs
• no additional sitting fees

– $85 for all exams
• regardless of number of 

credits
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Equivalent Cost of Credits

Average Cost for Equivalent Number of Credits

$4,926

$3,284

$2,463

$1,316

$880

$658

$477

$318

$239

$85

$85

$85

$0 $1,000 $2,000 $3,000 $4,000 $5,000 $6,000

Six Credits

Four Credits

Three Credits UExcel
Community College
Public University
Private University

*Cost of equivalent number of credits based on annual tuition, College Board 2010



Page 13

Registration: UExcelTest.com
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Pearson VUE Registration Screen
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Choose a test center
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How Are Exams Developed?

• Committees of teaching faculty in 
the United States 
– Experts in the specific field of study
– Hold an appropriate academic degree in 

the subject of the exam
– Current or recent teaching experience in 

the subject

• Follow psychometric guidelines

• Content reviews conducted by 
College editorial staff
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How is Grading Developed?
• Excelsior College uses accepted 

psychometric practices in developing 
grading standards

• Subject matter experts develop 
expectations for standards of competency 
and estimate item difficulty 

• Final grading standards are determined by 
the EC Examinations faculty committees. 

• The letter grades reported to students 
indicate that, in the opinion of the EC 
faculty, the examinee’s performance was 
equivalent to the performance of 
students who received the same letter 
grade in a comparable campus-based 
course
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Technical Handbook

• Technical handbooks are 
prepared for UExcel exams

• Contain annually updated 
information for each exam

• Information provided for each 
exam includes general test 
content descriptions and 
psychometric data
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Textbooks

• Faculty identify recommended 
reference and textbook lists

• Lists of journal articles and non-
print media resources are also 
developed

• Students may use their own 
textbooks and resources

19
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The UExcel Difference
• Access

– 150 DANTES and NTC Test 
centers

– Convenient: Fit service 
member’s schedule, at a 
suitable location

– Retest option: Retake each 
exam up to three times in a 
year and four times total
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The UExcel Difference

• Technology and Security
– Immediate scoring and grading 
– College Writing exam essays 

instantly scored by machine-
based technology

– Simple registration by Web, call 
center or at test center 

– Secure biometric verification 
(signature and photo), plus digital 
audio and video monitoring
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The UExcel Difference
• Integrated Preparation 

Materials
– Free exam content guide with 

content area descriptions, 
practice questions and links to 
learning resources

– Recommended textbooks for 
additional studies, mapped to 
content guide

– Free online courseware and   
tutorial recommendations

– Practice tests that mirror exam 
content and computerized format 
available for just $18 or $30
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The UExcel Difference

• Actual College Credit
– Upon passing a UExcel exam, 

students receive college credit from 
Excelsior College

– UExcel reports the results of the 
examinations with a letter grade on 
an official Excelsior College 
transcript

– Student transfer actual college credit
on a transcript, not just a score
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Transfer Student Facts

% of Transfer Students in 
4-Year Programs

Non-
Transfer 
Student 

55%

Transfer 
Student 

45%
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Transfer Credit Facts

% of Students Receiving a BA 
who used Transfer Credit

Did Not 
Use  40%

Used 60%
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Transferring Credit
• Thousands of universities accept college credit-by-

examination as transfer credit to waive lower level 
classes or to fulfill admission requirements *

• Thousands of institutions have  received Excelsior 
College transcripts

• Every school sets their own policies for transfer credit

*   Students should check with their preferred universities for individual 
policies on the acceptance of transfer credit
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Official Examinations Transcript

• Free – if there is no academic 
history with Excelsior College

• $12 – with Excelsior College 
history

• Transfer Kit available 
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Ordering Transcripts: UExcelTest.com/credit
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Sample Transcript
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Candidate Research

UExcel Research among Test Takers
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Testimonials
• “...UExcel was very helpful in 

registering the course as well as 
transferring my credits. It went 
very smoothly and I would take 
another course at UExcel again.”

• “The overall experience was very 
pleasurable. … My grade was 
received immediately upon 
exiting the test room, and the 
unexpected mark completed my 
enjoyable experience.”
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Testimonials

• “An excellent tool for earning 
college credits. I was highly 
satisfied and would recommend 
UExcel exams to others.”

• “The instructions were easy to 
follow and the provision of 
concise study guide and aids 
contributed a lot to my success 
on the exam.”

• “I'm very satisfied and planning to 
take some more exams.”
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